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Ladies and Gentlemen, S = Fe Ten 


Welcome to the second Birmingham er ton. As you will 
have noticed, I say a second Birmingham convention, because six 
years ago there was another convention Here, sthe: first Birmingham 
convention and the first science fiction convention to be, held 
under the auspices of the B.S.F.A. At that time the" Busk. Ai. 
was less than a year old and none of the present committee even 
knew of the existence of the association, and in fact.apart from 
myself (initiated at this histo. to first BS: F.A, convention), 
none of the present convention committee had any ee. of the 
existence of the B.S.F.A. and Fandom. j å 


Terry Jeeves, Bob Lada Ron ree E and [TERN Shorrock 
formed the committee for that convention. Except, for, Bob Richardson, 
the rest of the committee are still with. US +! 

Since that time, the B.S.F.A. has grown in kuber and in 
services to its members, perhaps not fulfilling the magnificent 
ideals the founders aspired to-wards as yet, but on the whole 
the B.S.F.A. is a healthy organisation and a thriving concern. 


Conventions have also changed and grown since that first 
convention, especially grown. The changes have been in the dir- 
ection of better organisation and catering toward the more science 
fictionaly minded attendees, on the other hand the conventions 
have retained that friendly and convivial air born of the years 
when it was a proud and lonely thing to be a science fiction 
reader. The friendly spirit which provades * the' conventions, 
the traditional open arms with which old hands welcome in the 
neos (tolerance is sometimes strained, I confess) is something 1 
unique to our particular hobby and its addearance. i 

When my neofannish eyes beheld the first Birmingham con- 
vention their was scarse fourty attendees haunting the dim 
recesses of the Convention hotel, but over the years, largely due 
to the B.S.F:A., this figure has increased to almost 150 people 
at the last convention. 


This year it is true that the Haster convention attendance 
is down but this is largely due, I believe, to the fact that 
there is a world convention in London this year. No doubt, next 
year the trend towards bigger conventions will again be seen. 


The actual size of the convention should have no bearing 
on the amount of enjoyment the attendees get from it and we, 
the Brummies, the Committee and myself trust that this will 
prove true once again. It would be immensley satisfying for 
us here in Birmingham to succeed in putting it on and not being 
too unworthy of those in former years. 


Once again on behalf of the entire Birmingham Group, 


WELCOME TO THE CONVENTION. 


nnen en eeen ennn en mer van a en tremens rn 
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April 1965. 











by BRIAN W. ALDISS 


Anyone rifling through my collection of colour slides would 
stub his pupils on a considerable number of photographs Df m 
swallowing man. These slides were taken over a number of years 
and show the swallowing man in a number of places: Copenhagen, 
Elsinore, Sweden, Henley-on-Thames, Oxford, Trieste, Jugoslavia, 
Tom Boardman's Place. Although the gestures may perhaps grow 
a little obscener from year to year, the swallowing man never 
seems to grow any older or balder. It is hard to see his face, 
for it is usually partly concealed behind a mighty sandwich, 3 
meat pie, a flaming hot pepper, or a big glass full of the lijuor 
of the country. . SEKR 


The swallowing man - not to keep you in suspense any longer - 
is Harry Harrison, our Guest of Honour; or perhaps it should be, 
for this breezy personality, our Gust of Honour; and one of 
Science Fiction's greatest and nicest personalities. We would 
be here all-day if I were to list all his virtues, but there are 
a few things: that must be said. Perhaps the most important is 
that behind ‘that flaming pepper, that hamburger, that stein of 
beer, lurks a shrewd intellect that has in its time covered al- 
most all the.activities of the S.F. world. Harry makes the rest 
of us professionals look like a.rabble of amateurs. He entered 
the field by doing illustrations,:was editing a couple of mag- 
azines at ah incredibly carly age (thirteen, wasn't it, Harry?), 
had his first story published in Damon Knight's late-lamented 
magazine "Worlds Beyond" (1951), tend has since then slowly climbed 
in eminence. as a writer} on the way he has written many episodes 
in the stormy career cí Flash Gordon and run one of his best 
novels as å serial in "Boy's World". 


Although I.must admit" that Harry seemcd to me harsh, unjust 
and impercégtive as ap. Editor (honest, Harry, "Nebula" printed 
that story láter, so it can't have been all bad), I have only 
admiration for his fiction. Although Harry looks so much older 
than I. å ct we are;àlmost the same age, and we were both 
nourished 28" boys An the, Saf. of the Barly Forties, that golden 
time when Clarke Was still beginning, Heinlein was still intel- 
ligible,Sturgeon Was still sane, van Vogt was still mad, Asimov 
was still writing, Moorcock was still tetthing, and so on. It 
Seems to me now, older and a little jaded, that only Harry SELL 
brings into his fiction the enormous gusto that moved his dis- 
tinguished predecessors. For me, when "Analog" came along, 







"Astounding" quietly died; and the old skill and savagery only 
has resurrection when Harrison writes. He writes not like an 
angel but like a demon. As the devil has all the best tunes, so 
Harry has all the best titles. Like Graham Greene, Harry has the 
knack of the true writer in inventing an absolutely incontrover- 
tible title. Who has ever rivalled a labél*like "Stainless Steel 
Rat"? Answer: only the author of "Deathworld", "Sense of Oblig- 
ation", "The Ethical Engineer" and "Bill the Galactic Hero". 


A snide remark I'd like to make is this. Most writers of 
science fiction and most fans write or read about great swag- 
gering heroes hurtling through the galaxies and discomfiting, 
with blaster or pungent phrase, alien and maiden alike. Yet. 
in real life, they are quiet little shy chaps who would -narůly 
dare think of two ways to insult their own mothers. Harry is 
different, When he is around, you know it; and since his 
presence infects me with euphoria, I love it that way. The 
swallowing man also happens to give out all the time. He's a 
good talker, a crazy joker, a huge drinker, a tough traveller, a 
hard worker, a great lover, a dirty esperantist, and a sack of 
other things too humorous to mention. That's Harry the Galactic 
Handful, and it's a wonderful idea that he has brought his mer- 
curial wife Joan over to stop him tearing Brum apart. 


Harry is such an old and revolting friend of mine that I'd 
-like to end on a sentimental nove. This strange American with 
Russian blood in his veins who lives in Denmark, loves all that 
„is most awful in Britain, eats Mexican and Indian food, has 
business connections with Tokyo and fan clubs in Italy, not 
to mention holidays in Hungary and the Arctic Circle, is some- 
thing of an international figure or I don't know one if I see 
one. 


What I do know is that we do ourselves an honour by choos- 
ing him to be Guest of Honour. Harry leads the field, and it 
couldn't happen to a nicer guy. 


See sus Brian Wa. ARAS. 


March 1965. 


BIRMINGHAM 


On the opposite page is a map of Birminghams City Centre, 
showing locations of Restaurants. They are marked on the map 
as large black dots. You can find any particular restaurant 
by simply comparing the black dots with the list below: 


Corporation Street ------ Star of India Restaurant. 
Cannon Street 1 T «e Clover and Rice Bowl Rest- 
aurants. 
Smallbrock Ringway... === Wimpey Bar. 
New Bureet "IT oe Long Johns and Lyons Rest- 
aurants 
Bull Ring (Beneath Multi 
storey Car park) ------  Blowboat Restaurant. 
Bull Ring Centre 一 一 一 一 一 一 Chopsticks and Heavens - 
Bridge Restaurants. 
Hurst Street o سسا‎ Golden Chicken and Tung-Fong 
Restaurants. 
Horsefair ------ Curry Centre and Bombay 


Restaurants 


These should be sufficient to satisfy every member, there 
are many others but these are the one's most likely to be open 
on Easter Sunday and Monday. Pubs are too numerous to mention 
on the map and we've no doubt that many of you won't need a map 
for these. 


The Midland Hotel serves excellent seals for those of you 
.who wish to stay in, there is also a special sea food Bar and of 
course the Hotel is Licensed. 


If the Hotel Car Park is full the best Car Park is the 
Multi-storey Car Park in the Bull Ring, it never closes and the 
rates are extremely cheap. 
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numbers and show the direcuon in which numbering runs. 
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"FARM OF THE FUTURE" 
"HOUSE OF THE FUTURE" 
"CAR OF THE FUTURE" 







FRIDAY — 


BOOKING IN. THA, AND 
SUCH LIKE ACTIVITIES. 
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se oe OFFICIAL OPENING. MEET THE GUEST OF HONOUR. 
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ANOTHER TALK BY GEORGE SCITHERS. 
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SAUSAGES 
ANYONE ? 
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CONTEST OF B PACE RZ 
PLUS 
WHEN WORLDS CO LDI DE 


Followed by Tea at approx 5.0pm. 





YAH! MISSE DÍ 


Fancy Dress (8.0) plus Sacrificing Virgins at 


y 3 IED RAVING St MET JADINDIG....feotucintaaes is 
il 
the Altar ete. 





SUNDAY = 


THE MORNING AFTER... 
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(Ja a) EE GENERAL -MEETING 
Followed by 


DOC WEIR AWARD & 
PRIZEGIVING. 





GUEST OF HONOUR SPEAKS 
Listen to the Stainless Steel 
Rat himself. 
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SUNDAY 18th APRIL. 
BRUMCOÄ 
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pet 
T) and () TEA TIME AGAIN! 
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7-80 PANEL 


FOLLOWED BY 


OFFICIAL CLOSEDOWN. 
with a last word from the Chairman. 





REST OF EVENING IS LIKE, FREE MAN! 





CLEVELAND 


。 Want! ANOTHER 
Party / 





Luck. 





THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION ` 


COMMITTEE 


wishes you 


| HAPPY CONVENTION 











SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB. 








for så of the highest standard at the lowest prices in well = 
bound volumes. 


Here is the current programme: 


IN DEEP by Damon Knight WAY STATION by Clifford Simak 
APRIL 158 for SEBO Ds, MAY 15s for SFBC Gs, 
COUNTERFEIT WORLD by Daniel REVOLT IN 2100 by Robert 

| Galouye. Heinlein. 
JUNE. 15s for SFBC 6s. JULY. 168 for GENT 68. 
ALL THE COLOURS OF DARANESS. TIME AND STARS by Poul 
by Lloyd Biggle. Jr. Anderson. 
AUGUST 16s for SFBC 6s. SEPTEMBER 15s for SFBC 6s. 


and in August an SFBC Optional book 


THE UNPLEASANT PROFESSION OF JONATHAN HOAG 
by Robert Heinlein 


18s for-SFRC11ls.6d,. post free 


Many past SFBC titles are still in print, and the whole Readers 
Union range of Optional books is now available to members of 
SFBC. For full details please write to: 


SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB, 
Membership Department, 
10-13, Bedford Street, 


LONDON, W.C.2. 


| SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB. 3 











; な と Charlie Windone . 
haa HAPPY CONVENTION. FC 





JUST ABOUT EVERYBODY ELLE 
that ZENITH: Speculation is Britain's answer 
to the Sercon boys across the Atlantic. So 


we'll hold our peace and say no more, except 


ENJOY BRUMCON 2 
From: the ZENITH staff; 


Terry Jeeves, - 
Walt Willis 


ZENITH s 


Beryl Henley 


speculation Doreen Parker. 


Pete Weston 





* Look for ZENITH in the Fanzine Room. 








KEN CHArM AMO 


LIMITED. | 


4) „Ross ROAD + LONDON * db SES, 


¿Cl lephone د‎ LIVingstone. E 


: neu SECOND AND 1 ANTIQUA AN T E 
- BOOKSELLERS. 


SPECIALISTS IN. ©- 

„BIRD „ND FANTASTIC FICTION, 
SCIENTIFIC ROMANCES, GOTHIC NOVELS, 
DETECTIVE STORIES, 

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS, 
AND OFF-TRACK NON-FICTION. 


OVER 20,000 VOLUMES IN STOCK, 


EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVES: 
ARKHAM HOUSE, PUBLISHERS, 
SAUK CITY, WISCONSIN, U.S.A. 


POSTAL BUSINESS ONLY. 
CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST. 








SCIENCE FICTION 


at its most adventurous! 


VENTURE - FANTASY 


SCIENCE FICTION & SCIENCE FICTION 


Ask your newsagent for copies to-day! 






A ve AC | SIMON E om 


TOP NAMES ON THE © DOBSON SF LIST 


* , * 
Robert Heinlein ; Alan E. Nourse 
Poul Anderson Arthur Sellings 
Isaac Asimov | Frederik Pohl 
Mark Clifton Lloyd Biggle Jr 
Eric Frank Russell H. Le Go 
sk 党 
SPRING 1965 TITLES 
New Writings in SF 3 & 4 Edited by John Carnell 
Two further volumes in this widely-welcomed series. All original 
specially commissioned stories. Each 192 pp 16s net 
The Weird Ones Introduced by Hel. Gold 
Seven strange stories by some of the best names. 192 pp 15s net 
Sundog Brian N. Ball 


A highly readable full-length novel by a new name in adult SF. 
216 pp 16s net 


Shield - A novel | Poul Anderson 
. : 160 pp 15s net 


The Old Die Rich and other Science Fiction stories He La Gold 

A good collection of stories, but with the inclusion of the author's notes 

from his working journal, this becomes a 'How to do it' for SF writers. 
250 pp 18s net 


Analog Anthology Edited by John W. Campbell 
For outstanding value you can scarcely do better than this 900 page 
anthology of stories from Analog magazine. Originally published in the 
U.S. as three separate books, it is now presented as one giant volume 
(without cuts) and makes an attractive and unique collection. 30s net 





THE DOC WEIR MEMORIAL AWARD 
is given annually to somebody who 
is considered to deserve its 


THE FACT 

that some member of the Convention thinks that any 
particular person deserves the Award is the only qualification 
that a potential winner needs. 


AS PAST WINNERS 
of this Award, we would urge you to: 


VOTE FOR THE FAN OF YOUR CHOICE 


—— 





We ares 
Peter He Mabey, Doe Weir Memorial Award winner, 1963 


Archie Mercer, Doc Weir Memorial Award winner, 1964 
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JENKINS 
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"Sorry I can't be with 











HAEPY CONVENTION TO ALL FROM 
ETHEL. 


HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AT THE LON 
CON. 


REMEMBER TO TAKE AN ALKASELTZER 
BEFOREHAND! 
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you this year. Hope you 
all have a good time" 






M 


TERRY JEEVES. ji 





VICTOR GOLLANCZ, LTD 
14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2 
LONDON | 


are proud to be the 


publishers of the following authors: 


Kingsley Amis. 
Poul Anderson. 
Jim Ballard. 
Algis Budrys. 
Arthur C. Clarke. 
Hal Clement. 
Leonard Daventry. 
Philip Jose Farmer. 
Daniel Galouye. 
Joseph Green. 
James Gunn. 

Harry Harrison. 
Robert Heinlein. 
Zenna Henderson. 
rank Herbert. 
Damon Knight. 
C.M. Kornbluth. 


Judith Merril. 
Walter Miller. 


Frederik Pohl. 
Robert Sheckley. 
Clifford Simak. 
Theodore Sturgeon. 
William Tenn. 


Kurt Vonnegut. 





The Cleveland, Detroit and Cincinnati fan 
ao have had extensive experience in iaa 
worldeons: Cleveland in 1955, Detroit in 1959, 
ice d in 1949, our combined efforts should 
produce a really exception: el convention. 
If given the opportunity, by being selected 
‘asthe 1966 WorldCon hosts, M 
„The Con will be helč in ان‎ B mith 
„Ben Jason, EB the Chairmen. 
Clevelené wes & staunch early supporter of 
KS rotetion plan, and aided imcasurobly in its 
early passage, The YotcWion plen was strongly * 
supported by the Detroit enc Cincinnati groups, 
among others, These three organi z ations heve 
never seriously consicercé covisting from this 
system. We will continue to beck the røtrtion 
plan, 
Please support the rotation system and vote 
for TRICON «s the"1966 Werl deon site, 
„The TRICON Committee- 
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blenchard soon 





Bes ST WISHES 


BR UMCON 


Dania Pi ACATA 
Dean Mel AVGHLIN 
kloro Sieezis Ja. 
Howaro De Von 


EC ECN 


THE MISFITS- CONSTITUTING THE 
WORLDS LARGEST FAN CLUBÝ— ARE Çam- 
BIWING WITH CLEVELAND AND CINCINN AT) 
FANS FOR A UNITED WORLDEON BID. PLEASE 
MAS TANN THE ROTATION. SYSTEM AND 
SUPPORT 
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BLANCHARD S00N 
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JN THE MEANTIME 


TRICON M x 。 H 


` BEST WISHES. gRUMCON 
—DICK SGHYLTZ— 


BRIAN W. ALDISS 

Greybeard 18s. 

The Airs of Earth 18s. 

The Dark Light Years 18s. 
Earthworks 168. 

Introducing SF (Editor) 18s 


Non-Stop (Reissue May) 7s 6d. 


JAMES BLISH 

A Case of Conscience 178 
They Shall Have Stars 188 
A Life for the Stars 15s 
Earthman, Come Home 218 


A Clash of Cymbals 18s 


Best SF Stories of James Blish 


18s 


JOHN BRUNNER 


Telepathist 18s 


SABER BC IRN CGP IE 8 1-05 





EDMUND COOPER 
Transit 188 


EDMUND CRISPIN 
(Edited, with an Introduction 


by Edmund Crispin 
Best SF 188 


Best SF Two 18s 

Best SF Three 16s 
Best SF e 16s | 
Best SF Five 18s | iE. 


CHARLES HARNESS 
The Paradox Men 18s 


C.M. KORNBLUTH 


The Syndic 18s 


CLIFFORD SIMAK 


Aliens for Neighbours 18s 





FABER & FABER LTD 24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.C.l. 


E d 


Conventional good wishes from 
Joyce, Ken, Michael & 


Susie Slater. 





(See you in London, too, 


Maybe?) 


TRIBE 'X' sends greetings to 


all attendees of the Brumcon. 


Hun zh BERYL HENLEY. 
(Editor: 'LINK'.) 








HARRY - 
DL, THE GALACTIC HERO’ 
5 the funniest book in all sf = 


WISH (Up WRITTEN THAT / „Bran 
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NEW WORLDS „= 
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Science 
Fantasy 


NEW wORLDS SF EDITED BY MICHAEL J. MOORCOCK. 
SCIENCE FANTASY EDITED BY KYRIL BONFIGLIOLI. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 
ROBERTS & VINTER LTD. 
42/44 Dock St., 
LONDON. E.l. 


E 
ie 
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1 - + عير‎ < dn f, d E A " EC På 
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(= FANTAST (MEDWAY) LIMITED, 75, Norfolk Street, Wisbech, 
Cambs. for all science-fantasy in conseason and out -) 
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B New format provides easier 

g more compact reading in bed... 
se providing you can read and 

Ë you have a bed! 


eeeeeDOGket size.. «read it in 
your pocket... 。 。 


ü Money back if not entirely 
setisfactoryes.. but be warned 
We think all your money is 
satisfactory. ese 


New improved, poorfe reedert 


ü Winner of the ALIEN WORLDS" 
| N Osear for 1965. 


Ta you hair falling out? 
‘Bubbers finà ALIEN WORLDS' 
 énvelopes very handy for 
keeping åt eg i 





3à off this issue! v. 


Get nearer the seis E on 
a copy of ALIEN WORLDS? 


‘This د ا‎ a delicious 
vi «snack. with. hot marmalade. 


Widely RED in China, Cuba 
in dh 





end under Wigan Piéroon . 
A N (who is the Wigan Peer?) 


2 Our ein to entertain. se 
‚we don't, but that's 
our Gitteces*e 


this advert was oon- 
€ieved during a drunken 
. Stupor ami should be 
R read during one to 
Jean full advantage 
Î Å (The saitoré cannot 
M) be held responsible) 


の る の の の 
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MEANWHILE, LET'S ALL HAVE A GREAT LITTLE CONVENTION! 


・ * 
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Who knows, what evil lurks in the hearts of fen? 


o ae The 'Shudder' knows! 


HAPPY CONVENTION / 


© 
frem (VIK, | 
Gah & THE SHUDDER... 
















BALTIMORE IN 1967 





An active, experienced organisation plans to put on an excellent worldcon 
in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A. in 1967 — but we need the support of all 
fandom. Mentions in fanzines, support in letters » are as good as your 
vote on the convention Floor, 

JACK L. CHALKER wishes you a happy Zesteredn, and with best Wishes reminds 


Loneon members CLEVELAND IN '66! 





T—— LONDON 1965 





23rd World Science Fiction Convention 
Mount Royal Hotel, Marble Arch, Jimmy Groves, 


Details from 
London W.1. ee 29 Lathom Road, 





SS 
Im London E.6. 





DELTA SF FILM GROUP (movies for the Worldcon!) 






Wish everyone .t Birmingham 


a swell Convention 
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Brian Allport.ecccccccsscscces 
Brian AldiSS ner dd tne dds 
Margarebessesesoasesessoessoee 


Brian Burgess .coscesccccseoce 
Terry Bullesscsceeccccresers 
Ron BennetUt....cc...0.s0s0:0e 
Lesse eed sie oh dien Ere ero 46-8: 883 
Dave Barberesessesseesceesesse 
Gray Bribe e 9 CE ea ee © 
o secs seemed es dense 
Pn 
Karl Blomeyer,.,... v... ..... 
Dave Busbyeseseoeooesosseaese 
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Tom Boardman Jnfeeseseesseosee 
Jonn Hai, oe see neen ease nee 


Ken Cheslin..... 
John R Campbell. 
M Cooling. essa 
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Peter DAY so 
Geoff Dohertyesocessseseeeceee 
Fi Derryssssoeocccceccoococcecov 


Keith Freemanssseeeesesessesss 


Wendyseeccecececccceccesecoo 


Don Geldart..... ecce ee een 
Cynthia Grant.ssesceccceecee 
Jimmy Groves ceesccecceccsene 
Jim Grantsrccecccsccccesscerer 
Richard Gordon. ə 
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J R Humphries. 
Mike Higgs... 
Tony Hs Ls v. 
Beryl Henley.. 
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Harry Harrison. 
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Mary Hellas seere 
Dick Howett. 。 。 。 。 。 。 
David M. Heptonstall. 





Terry Jeeves,. 
Wal. eue cus sss 
Eddie Jones... 
Ed James...... 
Lang Jones.... 
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E Lindsay..... 
Jhim Linwood, a 
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Tvor Lat tO z 
Bert Lewis.... 
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Pete Mabey.... 
Archie Mercer. 
Mike Moorcock. 
Jim Marshall.. 
Ed Meskeys.... 
Steve Moore... 
DG Warwick... 


Ron Me Guinnes 


Harry MoGanity. 


Ken McIntyre». 


Harry Nadler... 
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Keith Otter... 
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Ella Parkeroceseccons 
Charles Partington... 
Terry Pratchett. 。 。 。 。 < 
Roger Pe ザ て OTs se seee 
Doreen Parkersceccece 
Darrol Pardo€es.ceceos 
Arthur Pottersmane see 
Chris Priest.eeseveeo 
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Danna Plachta.seesssse 


Phil Rogers .scerccces 


John Roles sro oes t 


Wendy Raybould....»0. 
Mary Reed。。。。。。。。。。。。 
Mike Rosenblums csc.. 
Betty es oso yes... 
Al Roblinseseooooreoe 


Des Squire .e.cccscecooe 
Norman Shorrock..cce. 
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Norman Sherlook...... 
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À.R.Underwood.sooaese 
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Tom Walkers Ee See 
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Jack Wilsoneseascooes 
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Harry Winstonessesese 
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